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LOGLINE: 
GOD WILLING is a powerful exploration of a 35-year-old American religious sect known as “The 
Church,” also known as “The Brotherhood.” It also outlines the struggles of families whose children turn 
away from them to become “Brothers” and “Sisters” in the group, renouncing their past lives and the 
world – often, without ever turning back. 

TRT: 73 minutes 
 
PROGRAMMING DESCRIPTORS:
Forms: Documentary 
Genres: Independent, Culture, Social Issue, 
Religion 

Niches: American, Hispanic, Students 

 
SCREENINGS: 
Premiered October 2010 
Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival 2010 
http://www.hsdfi.org/ 
 
March 19th 2011 - 12:00 
San Diego Latino Film Festival 2011 
http://www.sdlatinofilm.com/ 
 
April 2011 
Independent Film Festival Boston 2011 
http://www.iffboston.org/ 



SYNOPOSIS: 
 
GOD WILLING is a new documentary feature directed by Evangeline Griego.  The film 
examines the modern-day phenomenon of religious “intentional communities,” or as they are 
often called, “cults.”   It takes as its focus “The Church,” also known as “The Brotherhood,” the 
35-year-old ministry of shadowy messianic figure Jim Roberts. 
 
Since 1971, this secretive organization has recruited (hundreds) of adherents who live together in 
austere, separatist, communal groups, preaching salvation and damnation, and turning their backs 
on the outside world except when proselytizing for new members. They observe strict ascetic 
values and rigid standards of dress, presentation and gendered behavior, and live off of discarded 
food and other refuse.  And they mutually reinforce the belief systems that brought them into the 
fold, including a focus on the narrow path to salvation, and obedience to the will of spiritual 
leader Roberts. 
 
The film examines this microcosmic society, and by implication, the “cult” phenomenon itself, 
with a rare insider’s view. Featuring interviews with former group members, it implicitly reveals 
the sorts of stresses and spiritual longings that make outwardly average young people “ripe for 
the picking” by opportunistic outsiders. It also reveals the anguish of parents and loved ones left 
stunned and confused by the defection of their children and siblings, some of whom have been 
members of the Church for decades. We are present as parents groups, utter strangers brought 
together by a shared trauma, map the movements of the group from town to town, and compare 
notes about the lives their children lead, and about their own feelings of helplessness and despair.   
 
The film also brings us along as certain family members set out to find their loved ones through 
detective work and determination, leading to surprise confrontations and just as often to the 
group’s immediate flight to new, secret quarters. In this way, the film traces the tenuous balance 
that families must strike between attempting to rescue their loved ones, with the psychological, 
emotional and tactical impediments that so often get in the way of reconciliation.  
 
The experience of the families, so close and yet so far, is poignantly and powerfully evoked by 
extensive surveillance footage and photography, showing Brothers and Sisters in their daily 
comings-and-goings, moving through the everyday world without seeming to be involved in it.  
Rare, candid footage of one parents’ successful but brief rendezvous with her daughter, provides 
searingly painful evidence of the seeming hopelessness many of these bewildered families feel.  
 
Testimonials from ex-group members detail the tortuous processes by which some adherents 
regain their psychological independence, only then to have to face the world again, with all its 
strains – but sometimes, with greater strength than before.  Doggedly pursuing the inside story 
that is denied to most abandoned parents, the film nonetheless treats its subjects with compassion 
and respect, underlining this delicacy with a meditative, introspective music score and editing that 
alternately emphasizes the subjects’ emotional ups and downs.   
 
In a time of war, economic upheaval, and other influences imposing psychic strain on American 
families, we may expect to hear more such stories in our daily lives. GOD WILLING astutely 
observes the underpinnings of this perennial American story, with its examination of families torn 
asunder, belief systems at war, and the perilous balance of futility and hope.   
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
“Making God Willing was my educational journey to understand why my nephew and young 
people like him, abandoned their former lives and families to be in the Jim Roberts Group. I 
wanted to give voice to the parents’ loss and pain as well as convey the cult members’ deep 
conviction and genuine desire to live according to God’s wishes. My film provides no clear-cut 
answers, but does, I hope, give us space and cause to think about cults with fewer preconceived 
ideas drawn from sensationalized accounts. The Jim Roberts Group is one of many cults based in 
the US. At its peak it had over a hundred members and now has between 40-60 members. In the 
last 15 years a parents group has helped about 75 members leave the sect.” 
 

- Evangeline Griego 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ABOUT THE DIRECTOR: 

Evangeline Griego is a veteran independent filmmaker, 
director, and media activist making her feature length 
Documentary directorial debut with the film, God Willing. 
Griego is currently in post production with the independent 
feature narrative, Sweet Old World, she produced this past 
summer, Dir. David Zeiger and is in development with the 
feature documentary Revolution & Kung Fu to be co-
directed with Renee Tajima Pena. 

Previously, Griego produced Sir! No Sir! with David 
Zeiger which premiered at the Los Angeles Film Festival 
where it won the Audience Award for Best Documentary. It 
went on to win the Hamptons International Film Festival, 
Jury Award for Best Documentary, the Vermont 
International Film Festival, Jury Award Best Film on War 
and Peace and was nominated for the Independent Spirit 
Award. She is the Producer, for the award wining 
Documentary Calavera Highway, directed by Renee 
Tajima-Peña, (Best Doc San Diego Film Festival and Best 
TV Documentary San Francisco International Film 
Festival) (PBS- P.O.V. 2008). Griego’s company About 
Time Productions, in association with Red Envelope 
Entertainment (Netflix) and 212Berlin Films produced the 
documentary Chevolution about the iconic image of Che 
Guevara it Premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival. As 
Director she completed the Breathless in LA segment of the 
seven part environmental series, Sierra Club Chronicles 
(Sundance Channel) with Executive Producer Robert Greenwald. 

With Griego in the Director’s chair, her company, About Time Productions, Previously 
completed works include the award winning Paño Arte: Images from Inside and the bilingual 
documentary, Border Visions/Visiones Fronterizos funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Both Paño Arte: Images from Inside and Border Visons/Visiones Fronterizos were 
broadcast on PBS. 

Griego’s other documentary credits include. Segment Co-Producer for the acclaimed PBS series 
The New Americans (Kartemquin Films) (Winner of the 2004 IDA Limited Series Award, a 
HUGO Award, and Christopher Award) Line Producer, My Journey Home (WETA-PBS), 
Winner of the 2004 Cine Golden Eagle Award) and Supervising Producer, Art Works, ( J. Paul 
Getty Trust). 

Ms. Griego is a founder of the Silver Lake Film Festival in Los Angeles and is a member of the 
board of directors of NALIP, National Association of Latino Independent Producers 

 
 
 



 
CREDITS 

 
GOD WILLING is an About Time Production 

 
Produced, Directed and Written by: Evangeline Griego 

 
Edited by: Natalia Almada / Monique Zavistovski 

 
Cinematography by: Jonathan Schell 

 
Music Composed by: Miriam Cutler 

 
Additional Music by: Bronwen Jones 

 
Titles and Graphics by: Chris Kirk - Mindbomb Films, Inc. 

 
Editorial Consultants: Kate Amend / Sam Pollard 

 
Co-Produced by:  Renee Tajima-Pena / Louise Rosen 

 
Sound Recording by: Cord Calderwood / Tony Allen 

 
Additional Editing by: Lisa Leeman / Ondine Rarey  / Fil Rutting 

 
Additional Cinematography by: Evangeline Griego / Jim Fetterley / Neal Brown / 

Jerry Henry / Cyril Kuhn / David Auerbach 
 

Scholarly Consultants: Ronald N. Loomis / Joseph P Szimhart 
 

Music Consultant: Johanna Demetrakas 
 

Online Editing Color and Design by: Bill Bryn Russell 
 

Sound Designer and Re-Recording Mixer: Joe Milner 
 

Archival Material: Jim Roberts Parents Group Network / ABC News, Prime Time Live / Wally 
 

Legal: Michael C. Donaldson, Donaldson & Califf / Lisa Calif, Donaldson & Califf 
 

Music Orchestrated and Produced by: Brownwen Jones 
 

GOD WILLING is a co-production of About Time Productions and the INDEPENDENT 
TELEVISION SERVICE (ITVS) in association with the LATINO PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

(LPB) and KNME/PBS with funding provided by the COPORATION FOR PUBLIC 
BROADCASTINGS with additional support from the PACIFIC PIONEER FUND. 

 


